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BRAZILIAN CENTER FOR RESEARCH IN ENERGY AND MATERIALS 

(CNPEM) – CAMPINAS, SÃO PAULO STATE 
 

SEARCH FOR A NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (CEO) 
 

Brazil’s National Center for Research in Energy & Materials (CNPEM) seeks a new Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) to head the institution’s senior management team. The Board of 

Directors is conducting the recruitment process with the assistance of a Selection 

Committee.  

CNPEM’s research infrastructure is unrivaled in Latin America. Its campus occupies an area of 

138 acres in a high-tech complex adjacent to Campinas, São Paulo’s second-largest city after 

the state capital, with a strong academic base and a significant cluster of innovative 

companies and technology-driven ventures.  

CNPEM is a private not-for-profit association accredited by the government as a social 

organization to carry out research into advanced materials, nanotechnology, life sciences and 

bioethanol. Most of its funding comes from the Federal Government of Brazil’s Ministry of 

Science, Technology & Innovation via a management agreement, but other sources such as 

development agencies, international institutions and private enterprise also make significant 

contributions. 

CNPEM comprises four national laboratories: the Brazilian Synchrotron Light Laboratory 

(LNLS), the Brazilian Biosciences National Laboratory (LNBio), the Brazilian Nanotechnology 

National Laboratory (LNNano), and the Brazilian Bioethanol Science & Technology Laboratory 

(CTBE). All four labs own facilities that are open to the academic and business communities 

of Brazil and elsewhere, conduct their own R&D projects, partner with private-sector firms to 

support their innovation processes, train researchers, and exchange information and 

experience with other institutions. In addition to its activities in these four main areas, 

CNPEM is also responsible for executing one of Brazil’s largest projects in science, technology 

and innovation: Project Sirius, involving the construction of a third-generation synchrotron 

light source that will place Brazil at the cutting edge of knowledge in the field. 

The Directors of the National Laboratories and the Administrative Director report to the Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO), who reports to the Board of Directors. CNPEM’s staff comprises 

more than 500 professionals, including some 80 researchers, about 240 technicians with a 

range of backgrounds, including engineers, and 80 specialists who support its research 

activities, especially those developed by outside users of CNPEM, which is an open national 

facility. More details of CNPEM’s activities can be found at www.cnpem.br.  
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The next Chief Executive Officer must be a leader with an innovative vision and outstanding 

capabilities to formulate long-term strategies, build alliances, seek new growth drivers for 

CNPEM, and produce results through strong management and mobilization.  

The position calls for experience in managing public or private institutions in the area of 

science and technology, capacity for judgment and decision making in situations of conflict, 

and skill in leading and motivating teams of highly qualified professionals. The Chief 

Executive Officer must have a PHD research degree, and be familiar with scientific and 

technological trends and with the values involved in activities relating to the development of 

science. Management experience in business technology and partnering with firms in the 

productive sector is also relevant.  

The ideal candidate will be an excellent communicator in representing CNPEM to 

policymakers, senior academics, business leaders, and the general public. Although it is likely 

that the next CEO will be a scientist with profound knowledge of the areas in which CNPEM 

conducts its activities, proven experience in management, and strong policy interests and 

expertise, the Board is willing to consider other candidates who demonstrate exceptional 

ability to understand and communicate complex scientific and technological ideas, as well as 

having negotiating skills and ample leadership experience in R&D organizations.  

The next Chief Executive Officer must demonstrate the capacity to take full command of 

CNPEM, strengthen its mission and future vision, and guide the organization through its next 

phase of growth.  

To carry out this important role, the CEO must live in the city of Campinas or its vicinity so as 

to be able to devote all of her or his time to the mission. He must also have fluency in 

Portuguese language. The selection process will continue until a name is accepted and 

approved by the Board of Directors. The Selection Committee has the following members:  

- Pedro Wongtschowski (Chair) 

- José Fernando Perez (Board member) 

- Alaor Silvério Chaves  

- Carlos Henrique de Brito Cruz 

- José Goldemberg  
 

The Chief Executive Officer serves a three-year term, renewable. The Center will provide 

assistance with the expense of moving and establishing residence in Campinas. Required 

documentation includes a letter of interest and complete curriculum vitae. Applications, as 

well as questions and requests for further information, must be emailed to 

selecaodiretorgeral@cnpem.br until August 31st 2014. 

All contacts will be treated confidentially. 
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